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Objectives

At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

• 1) Describe the workforce and scope of practice of 
nephrology care

• 2) Identify the pipeline of trainees to nephrology

• 3) Discuss where nephrology as a field is heading
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What are the primary roles of a 
nephrologist?
• Inpatient care

– Consultation
• ESKD

• CKD

• AKI

• Electrolytes

• HTN
– Primary attending
– Biopsies, dialysis catheters

• Outpatient care
– Outpatient clinic

– Kidney replacement
• In-Center hemodialysis

• Home hemodialysis

• Peritoneal dialysis

• Transplant management
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US CKD Prevalence

14% of US Population has CKD

USRDS ADR 2024: Percentage of adults in the U.S. in KDIGO CKD risk categories

Nephrologist by US Population 

US Nephrologists for ESKD US Supply/Demand Match

• Estimated: ~12,000 clinical nephrologists

• All CKD/ESKD: 32.0 million people
– 2667 patients/nephrologist

Estimates exclude patients with electrolyte abnormalities, 
refractory hypertension, nephrolithiasis, inpatient care, AKI follow-up. 
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Population per Nephrologist-
Global Statistics

Sozio SM, Pivert KA, Caskey FJ, Levin A. The state of the global nephrology workforce: a joint 
ASN-ERA-EDTA-ISN investigation. Kidney Int. 2021 Nov;100(5):995-1000.

• ASN/ERA-EDTA/ISN 
joint survey of 
nephrology leaders 
internationally

• Result: High income 
countries had the most 
nephrologists

Global Prevalence of Nephrologists
International Society of Nephrology Global Kidney Health Atlas 2023

Okpechi IG, Tummalapalli SL, Chothia MY, Sozio SM, Tungsanga S, Caskey FJ, Riaz P, Ameh OI, Arruebo S, Damster S, Donner JA, Jha V, Levin A, Nangaku M, 
Saad S, Tonelli M, Ye F, Bello AK, Johnson DW. A global assessment of kidney care workforce. Nephrol Dial Transplant. 2024 Sep 5;39(Supplement_2):ii43-ii48.

Scope of Nephrology Practice 
Worldwide

Sozio SM, Pivert KA, Caskey FJ, Levin A. The state of the global nephrology workforce: a joint 
ASN-ERA-EDTA-ISN investigation. Kidney Int. 2021 Nov;100(5):995-1000.

Scope of Nephrology Practice 
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Sozio SM, Pivert KA, Caskey FJ, Levin A. The state of the global nephrology workforce: a joint 
ASN-ERA-EDTA-ISN investigation. Kidney Int. 2021 Nov;100(5):995-1000.
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Work of Nephrologists (RVU)
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Median RVU of US Medicine Subspecialties
Faculty Practice Solution Center 2025

Average across specialties: 6010 RVUs
Nephrology: 7941 RVUs

Only ones above were: Cardiology fields (3)

Nephrology 
Practice: Vietnam

Objectives

At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

• 1) Describe the workforce and scope of practice of 
nephrology care
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Workforce Opportunities

• How many nephrology trainees are 
entering the field?
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Nephrology Filled Positions Over Time

Cheng S, Pivert K, Sozio S. "Make Me a Match": All-In and Other Trends in 
the Nephrology Match. Clin J Am Soc Nephrol. 2022 Jul 19:CJN.04450422.

2025:
67% 
filled

Global prevalence of nephrology trainees
International Society of Nephrology Global Kidney Health Atlas

Okpechi IG, Tummalapalli SL, Chothia MY, Sozio SM, Tungsanga S, Caskey FJ, Riaz P, Ameh OI, Arruebo S, Damster S, Donner JA, Jha V, Levin A, Nangaku M, 
Saad S, Tonelli M, Ye F, Bello AK, Johnson DW. A global assessment of kidney care workforce. Nephrol Dial Transplant. 2024 Sep 5;39(Supplement_2):ii43-ii48.

ASN Fellows’ Survey 2025:
Job Priorities

Pivert KA, Balogun RA, Chowdhury R, Edwards A, Lim MA, Mullane R, Neyra JA, Raslan R, Saum K, Smith L, Sozio SM, Triozzi J, 
Weidemann, DK, Boyle SM. 2025. “2025 ASN Nephrology Fellow Survey: First Look.” September 29, 2025.
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ASN Fellows’ Survey 2025:
Recommend Nephrology?

Pivert KA, Balogun RA, Chowdhury R, Edwards A, Lim MA, Mullane R, Neyra JA, Raslan R, Saum K, Smith L, Sozio SM, Triozzi J, 
Weidemann, DK, Boyle SM. 2025. “2025 ASN Nephrology Fellow Survey: First Look.” September 29, 2025.

Reasons Why Not Nephrology:
A Millenial Update

Nair D, Pivert KA, Baudy A, Thakar CV. 
Perceptions of nephrology among medical 

students and internal medicine residents: a 
national survey among institutions with 

nephrology exposure. BMC Nephrology 
2019, 20:146.
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Future of Nephrology Care

• Payment models, awareness, and 
innovation incentives
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Future of Nephrology Training

Rosenberg ME, Anderson S, Farouk SS, Gibson KL, 
Hoover RS, Humphreys BD, Orlowski JM, Udani SM, 
Waitzman JS, West M, Ibrahim T. Reimagining 
Nephrology Fellowship Education to Meet the Future 
Needs of Nephrology: A Report of the American 
Society of Nephrology Task Force on the Future of 
Nephrology. CJASN 18(6):816-825, June 2023.

Current Subspecialty Pursuits: 
Fellow Graduates

• 34% of fellows report 
entering additional 
subspecialty fellowship after 
graduation

• Transplant and critical care 
medicine most represented
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2025 ASN Annual Nephrology Fellows 
Survey

Pivert KA, Balogun RA, Chowdhury R, Edwards A, Lim MA, Mullane R, Neyra JA, Raslan R, Saum K, Smith L, Sozio SM, 
Triozzi J, Weidemann, DK, Boyle SM. 2025. “2025 ASN Nephrology Fellow Survey: First Look.” September 29, 2025.

Nephrology Subspecialty Training 
Programs Documented
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Number of Programs

ASN Subspecialty Training Program Database

n=76 total programs

Other Areas Being Addressed from 
Future of Nephrology Task Force

• Attention to the individual 
fellow
– Well-being, justice, 

opportunities

• Continue to assess and 
advocate for competency in 
general nephrology

• Inspire lifelong learning

Rosenberg ME et al. CJASN 18(6):816-825, June 
2023.
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Conclusions

• Nephrology practice continues to have a core of CKD 
and ESKD care
– Both in the US and worldwide

• Despite having a pivotal role in patients’ care, the 
field is facing a workforce deficit

• The field of nephrology continues to evolve to:
– Meet the expectations of our trainees

– Needs of the field 

Conclusions

Thank you!


